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Purpose

Homework provides opportunities:
· for children
· to practise, reinforce, apply and extend skills they have learned in the classroom
· to demonstrate skills they have learned outside school
· to develop planning and organising skills 
· for parents/carers
· to see the work their child is doing
· to be involved in their child’s learning
· to help their child learn
· for teachers
· to provide reinforcement, breadth, depth, choice, challenge and enjoyment in children’s learning.

Activities

Homework will include work that:
· focuses on skills; e.g. reading, spelling, handwriting, maths
· links to subject or interdisciplinary learning
· or provides specific learning challenges.

Communication

Teachers let parents/carers know by letter at the beginning of the school session when homework will be set and how much homework they can expect their child to be doing each week. 

Each time they set homework, teachers explain it to the class and give children the opportunity to ask questions about it. Homework is recorded by either the teacher or the child in the child’s Reading Record or Homework Jotter.

Parents/carers are encouraged to contact their child’s class teacher if they have any questions about homework that is set. To prevent any stress in the home, homework is optional in the sense that there is no pressure put on the completion of homework from class teachers. If this is something you would like to discuss further then please contact the school.

Helping at Home

When children first start school there will be an emphasis in their homework on working with an adult; learning letters and words, reading together and talking about their learning in school. As children move up through the school they will be expected to provide more written work and to show more independence, initiative and responsibility in responding to the challenges of homework tasks. At all times, both in school and at home, the role of adults is to show interest in, encourage, guide and support children in their learning.


Class Homework Arrangements

(Pattern to be followed and adjusted as appropriate for class structures in subsequent sessions)

	P1 and P2
	Reading
Words and sounds

	P3 and P4
	Reading
Words and sounds / Spellings
Maths 


	P5, P6 and P7
	Reading - Class Novels
Spellings
Maths
 



(Spelling and Maths activities may be provided through online websites; for example, Spelling Frame, Nessy, Education City, Sumdog. The timer element within Education City will not be used.)


