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Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy Statement
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Overview

We follow the guidance and procedures in the documents ‘Child Protection in Education Settings in Argyll and Bute’, updated July 2024, the Education Management Circular 3.23 Child Protection and Safeguarding, updated July 2024, and the National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland 2021, updated 2023.

The following statements set out key aspects of school procedures.

Responsibility

It is the common responsibility of every member of staff from Education Service and other agencies to:
· protect children from abuse and exploitation;
· respond appropriately when abuse is identified;
· ensure whenever possible that all children are able to exercise their right to be raised in a
warm, stimulating and safe environment with the support of staff, their families and carers.

Child Protection Co-ordinator

The Child Protection Co-ordinator is the Head Teacher.

Reporting Concerns

Appendix 1 of ‘Child Protection in Education Settings in Argyll and Bute’ sets out the procedures for staff and the school’s Child Protection Co-ordinator to follow should grounds for concern arise regarding the protection of a child. Of particular importance is the guidance that where staff have direct evidence or suspicion of child abuse then they should report the concern immediately to the Child Protection Co-ordinator. The school’s Child Protection Significant Incident or Concern Record should be used to record the concern.


In the event that the Head Teacher is not on the school site, you should communicate immediately with the Senior Leadership Team Member on site and arrangements will be made to contact and liaise with the Head Teacher. 

The Head Teacher and Senior Leadership Team Members follow the guidance set out in Appendix 1 of ‘Child Protection in Education Settings in Argyll and Bute’ in responding to concerns raised.

Child Protection Information for Professionals

Further information for all Argyll and Bute staff is available on the council website: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publications-practice-and-guidance 


